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Seshendra's mother Ammayamma (sitting)
with (from left) her youngest daughter Devasena, daughter-in-law
(Seshendra's wife) Janaki, son Seshendra, Husband Subrahmanyam,
Youngest son Rajasekharam and elder daughter Anasuya in 1949
at Seshendra's house at Thotapalli Gudur Village, Nellore District,
Pin-524 311. AP. India.
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Gunturu Seshendra Sarma:
an extraordinary poet-scholar

One of the ironies in literature is that
he came to be known more as a critic than a poet

HYDERABAD: An era of scholastic excellence and poetic
grandeur has come to an end in the passing away of Gun-
turu Seshendra Sarma, one of the foremost poets and critics
in Telugu literature.

His mastery over western literature and Indian "Alankara
Sastra' gave his works a stunning imagery, unparalleled in
modern Indian works. One of the ironies in literature is that
he came to be known more as a critic than a poet. The Cen-
tral Sahitya Akademi award was conferred on him for his
work ‘Kaala Rekha' and not for his poetic excellence.

The genius in him made him explore "'Kundalini Yoga'in
his treatise on Ramayana in ‘Shodasi' convincingly. His in-
tellectual quest further made him probe ‘Naishadha
Kaavya' in the backdrop of 'Lalita Sahasra Naamavali',
‘Soundarya Lahari' and 'Kama Kala Vilasam' in "Swarna
Hamsa'.

Seshendra saw the entire universe as a storehouse of im-
ages and signs to which imagination was to make value-ad-
dition. Like Stephene Mallarme who was considered a
prophet of symbolism in French literature, Seshendra
Sarma too believed that art alone would survive in the uni-
verse along with poetry. He believed that the main vocation
of human beings was to be artists and poets.

His "Kavisena Manifesto' gave a new direction to modern
criticism making it a landmark work in poetics. Telugus
would rue the intellectual impoverishment they suffered in
maintaining a ‘distance' from him. Seshendra could have
given us more, but we did not deserve it! The denial of the
Jnanpeeth Award to him proves it.

Friday, June 01, 2007 THE 3@ HINDU

INDIA'S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878
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1

Seshendra (middle) with (from left) second son Vanamali,
second daughter Revati, wife Janaki, youngest son Saatyaki and eld-
est daughter Vasundhara on the occasion of his younger brother
Rajasekharam's marriage at Tirupati on June 21, 1962



AnIndlan Poet - Prophet

"In his 1840 feature entitled
"The hero as poet" Thomas
Carlyle defines a poet's role
gloriously. Carlyle maintains
that the poet-prophet speaks
to the noble, the pure; the™
type for all times.and places.
Seshendra Sarma, the rebel
poet of Andhra Pradesh is-an
example of such an “Indian
poet-prophets, the "Spirits
Fierie", who drive the dead
thoughts over the universe
like withered leaves and
quicken the birth of a new,
better tomorrow.

Seshendra Sarma, born in
1927... a highly educated and
conscious poet with a marked
academic and bureaucratic
profile........ is the
Revolutionary Poet Prophet.
His poetry celebrates the
clarion-call of resistance...."

- The New Indian Express
March 12, 1999




