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FOREWORD

If abeautiful gardenisto beraised, one needsto take proper
care of tender flower plants. Inthe sameway in order to createa
good society, great care needsto betaken of young children who
aregoingtobefuturecitizensof India All their intdlectud attainments
will befutileif they fail tolearn of their cultureand itsgreatness.
They need to betold of great men and women of this country so
that they areinspired by their ideals. The essentialsof our culture
should begiventothemintheform of smpleand charming stories.
They will cherish theseidealsand be guided by them. They will
promote good and they will lovethe society they livein. They make
their families proud and bring great prestigeto their country when
they grow upinto good citizens.

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams have brought out these
bookletsfor childrenin Telugu under SrinivasaBalaBharati Series.
Although meant for children, they areuseful tothe el derly too. They
havefound placein thebook shelvesof every family. The storiesof
legendary men and women are narrated in asimpleway. We hope
that moreand more childrenwill read them and profit by them.

| congratulate Dr. R. Sri Hari, Editor-in-Chief, TTD for his
effortsinbringingout theEnglishtrandaionsof SRINIVASABALA
BHARATI SERIES sowdl. Wehaverece ved co-operation of many
learned men and womenin our effortsto popularizethisseries. | am
thankful to them.

In the Service of the Lord

Exec)l}tiwﬁw,/

TirumalaTirupati Devasthanams.
Tirupdti.



FOREWORD

Today’s children are tomorrow’s citizens. They need apt
acquaintancewith thelife-histories of celebrated personsat tender
sothat they get opportunity to lead their livesin an exemplary way.
They will cometo know that great things such as Indian culture,
basic tenets of lifeand moral teachingsareabundantly availablein
thelife-experiences of great men. It is observed that thereisno
scopeto teach such subjectsin school curriculum.

Observing such circumstances the Publication Division of
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams has published about hundred
bookletsin Telugu about the lives of famous sages and great men
written by various authors under the editorship of Dr.S.B.
Raghunathacharya under “Bala Bharati Series”. The response to
thesebooksistremendousand it has givenimpetusto publishthem
inother languages al so. To begin with, some of the books are now
brought out in English and Hindi by T.T.D. for the benefit of boys
and girlsandtheinterested public.

Thesebooklets, primarily intended to thegrowing children and
asototheedersto study and narrate the storiesto their children,
will go along way to sublimate the aspirations of the childrento
greater heights.

R. SRI HARI
Editor-In-Chief
T.T.D.



Welcome To Srinivasa Balabharati Series

The series is the outcome of abundant grace of Lord Sri
Venkateswara

Thiswill bean unfailing source of inspirationto theyoung.

It enshrinesthe best of Bharatiyatradition. May thisnoble
endeavour besuccessful.

Indiahasbeenknown for itscultureand civilization, itsethica
and dharmicway of lifefromtimeimmemorid. Indiahasmarched
ahead with itscommitment to dharma, itsresistanceto adharma, its
espousd of life-affirmingvauesanditshumaneattitudetolifeasa
journey towards God realization. Thosewho embodied thesevaues
inthelr lifehave been abeacon of light tous. Their impact isdegpon
thelifewelead. Young boysand girlswill find them exemplary and
fed proudof theirinva uableheritage. They will lovetheir motherland
and dedicatethemselvestoitsservice.

Itistherefore necessary that the young learn about these great
men andwomen sothat they will realizetheir indebtednessto them
for their selfless contribution to the enrichment of life. Thisshould
indeed be achief component of true education which ensuresthe
perennia continuity of Indian cultureand civilization. SRINIVASA
BALA BHARATI SERIES hascomeinto existenceto acquaint the
young boysand girlswithright perspectiveof Indianlifeand vaues
through a series of bookletswritten exclusively for this purpose
describingin brief thelivesof great men and women.

Wewe comeyouto share our joy inlaunching these booklets.

S.B. Raghunathacharya
Chief Editor
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DRONACHARYA

Dronacharyawasone of thewell-known aged Kuru
warriors. Hisfather was Bharadwaja, agreat saint. As
his father brought him up in a dronam, he was called
Drona.

Education of Drona and Drupada

The pious Bharadwajahad afriend named Vrushat.
He was the king of Panchala. Once while doing pen-
ance he happened to see Menaka picking up flowers
nearby. At once he passed his semen. From it was
born aboy called Drupada, Yajnasenawas his another
name. Without taking home Vrushat entrusted his son
to Bharadwaja and educated him. Bharadwaja taught
his son Drona and hisfriend's son Drupadathe Vedas
and archery very well. As Vrushat died after a few
years, his son Drupada was coronated as the king of
Panchala. While going to his kingdom Drupada asked
hisfriend again and again to come to Panchala.

Born Aswatthama

After Drupada left for his kingdom, Drona learnt
archery from Agnivesh, agreat saint. By the grace of
his master he acquired Agneyastra and other divine
weapons. After the completion of his education, his
father asked him to marry. As per hisfather'sword he
married Krupi the sister of Krupacharya. To him was
born ason called Aswatthama
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Of the two what do you prefer ?

Drona was a poor brahmin. He wanted to earn
money for the sustenance of hisfamily. He heard that
Parasurama the son of Jamadagni was continuously
giving away money to the brahmins in charity. He at
once went to Parasurama who was performing pen-
ance on the mountain of Mahendra. Looking at Drona
Parasurama asked him why he had come. Putting forth
his abject poverty he desired richesfrom him. Hearing
Drona's desire Parasuramafelt down hearted and told
him that he had given away hisrichesto all thebrahmins
and theremaining land to the Saint Kasyapain charity.
What was left behind was his body and his archery
and asked himto choose either of thetwo. Then think-
ing for a while he asked him to impart archery.
Parasuramataught himarchery infull. Dronacompleted
hiseducation acquiring many divineweapons, the se-
cretsof their use, theincantationsrel ating to them and
their withdrawals.

Ego wounded :

After learning thewhole education of archery from
Parasurama, Dronavisited hisboyhood friend Drupada
for the sake of money. Then Drupadawas at hisheights
of glory with the exuberance of all the richeswhereas
Drona was in utter poverty. Drona reminded him of
his boyhood friendship. But Drupada did not heed
him and asked him to go away saying that it was im-
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possible to make friendship with the poor brahmins
for the kings of his stature. Drona grew angry. Think-
ing of the insult heaped upon him he started for
Hastinapurawith hiswife and son without saying any
thing.

Theball fell intothewdll :

There was a large playground on the outskirts of
Hastinapura. The princes were usually playing there.
That day Kauravas and Pandavas were playing together
with the ball. In the course of their play the bal in
golden colour fell into the well. The princes had no
instruments to pick the ball. Not knowing any trick
how to get the ball they were looking into thewell with
their faces downcast.

| pick out and giveit toyou :

Just then Drona came there. He learnt from their
talk what had happened. He was surprised to hear that
though the princes had learnt archery from the saint
Gowtama, they had not knownthetrick of taking the
ball out of the well. He told them that he would pick
out the ball. When they were looking at with over-
whelming curiosity, Dronapierced theball with hisar-
row. He repeated this operation with the other arrows
till achain was formed. With this chain he pulled out
the ball and gave it to them. The joy of the Princes
knew no bounds and wondered at his intellectual sa-
gacity and dexterity in archery. At oncethey took him
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to their grand-father Bheeshmacharyaand happily nar-
rated the incident that had happened.

What do you want to do ?

Since so long a time Bheeshmacharya had been
seeking a suitable Guru to impart higher education to
his grand-children. Dronawas a man of splendour en-
dowed with matchless strength. He was black in com-
plexion lean and lanky in stature and shining with all
the good qualities. Seeing such agreat man in front of
him and hearing his skill in archery Bheeshmacharya
felt utmost happiness. Soon he  honoured him and
asked, "Swami, where from are you coming? where
doyouwanttolivein?

Thething that is sought isfound :

"Acharyal My father isBharadwaja. | have learnt
Vedas and archery with strict celibacy in the Asram /
monastery of Agnivesh. Drupada, the son of Vrushat
and king of Panchalaismy classmate. At theinstance
of my father | have married Krupi called Gowtami.
Thisis my son Aswatthama, a boy of great splendour.
Though | am poor, | don't like to go to the kings and
beg charity from them. That'swhy | am leading apoor
life. Then remembering my boyhood friend Drupada
and hisinvitation | have goneto himwith thedesire of
ridding of my poverty. But he has spoken sarcastically
and asked me to go away saying that friendship be-
tween the poor like me and the kings like Drupadais
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impossible. Feeling insulted and no work to do | have
cometo thiskingdom" narrated Dronahisentire story.
Bheeshma felt happy at hearing his story. He thought
that the thing he had been seeking for was found. At
once he honoured Drona by giving him all the riches
and made him happy.

Afterwards Bheeshmaentrusted the Pandavas and
Kauravasto Dronaand requested himto teach all kinds
of archery. Drona agreed and taught them archery.
From thence he was called 'Dronacharya.’

Who will fulfill my desire ?

After completing education in archery one day
Dronacharya asked the princes,"” who will fulfil my
desire?' The sons of Dhrutarashtra saw their faces
one another without saying anything. Then Arjunasaid.
"I will fulfil your desire." For Arjunasreply the master
felt very happy, embraced him and began to teach him
archery. Not only the Kurus but also the other Princes
came to learn archery from him. Radheya, the son of
Suta, felt jealous of Arjuna’s dexterity in archery and
developed partiality towards Duryodhana.

M atchless archer :

With his continuous study Arjuna became an
expert in archery and won the admiration of his Guru
by his dexterity and devotion. Drona developed love
and affection towards Arjunafor hisintelligence. But
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Aswatthama nursed grudge against him and ordered
the cook not to serve food in the dark. One day when
Arjunawas taking hismeal at night the light was put
out due to boisterous wind. Not caring for the dark-
ness hetook hismeal and thought," By practiceonly it
has become possible to take food in the dark. We can
do any type of work at any time, by mere practice"
and started learning archery even at midnight. Onenight
Acharya heard the sound of the string, woke up from
sleep, came to him, admired him for his inquisitive-
ness and promised him that he would make him match-
lessarcher of al.

Thefigureinstead of hisguru :

Likethisthe fame of Dronacharyaspread far and
wide. Hearing the name of Dronacharya,
Hiranyadhanva, the son of tribal king came to
Dronacharyaand requested to take himashisdisciple.
But Acharyadid not agree on the pretext of hisbeing a
nishada. With the consent of Acharya Ekalavyamade
an Earthenidol of Dronacharya, worshipped himdaily
and made continuous practicein archery and grasped
ItS secrets.

Who is such a great man ?

The study of the Princes at Hastinapur was pro-
gressing continuously. One day they went to theforest
for hunting. There their dog went astray, came to
Ekaavyaand barked at him. Then Ekalavyashot seven
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arrows into the dog's mouth at a time. The dog came
to the Princesrunning. Seeing thisincident the Princes
wondered. "Who is such a great man?' and came to
see him. On theway they met ablack strong man wear-
ing deer skin and shining with the quiver of arrows.
They asked him who he was. He replied that he was
the son of a forester called Hiranyadhanva, and the
disciple of Dronacharya. The Princes returned from
the forest and revealed this matter to their master
Dronacharya.

Ekalavya's gurudakshina :

With theincident of Ekalavya, Arjunafelt agitated
in his mind. One day he made overture of Ekalavyas
skill in archery and reminded his master of his prom-
ise. At once he went to the forest accompanied by
Arjuna. Ekaavyafelt very happy for hismaster'svisit.
He revealed how he had worshipped and learnt ar-
chery indirectly from him. Hearing that word Acharya
asked himof hisgurudakshina. Ekalavyawished him
to choose one of the three things, i,e. his body, his
money and his men. Acharyathought for awhile and
asked Ekaavyasthumb as gurudakshina. Ekaavyacut
off his thumb without any hesitation and gave it to
him as gurudakshina. Drona took the thumb of
Ekalavya and went back to Hastinapura with Arjuna.
With this the study of Ekalavyasarchery cameto an
end. The agony in the mind of Arjunadisappeared.



Nothing visible:

Dronawanted to test the degree of skill the Princes
had acquired in the study of archery. He placed an
artificial bird in golden colour on the top of a tree,
caled al the Princesand expressed hisopinion of testing
each oneof them. They all agreed. Then Dronacalled
Dharmaraja and asked. "Raja, Have you seen the bird
on the tip of the tree? " replied Dharmargja," yes |
have seen. " At once Dronaasked him, "Have you seen
me and your brothers?' "yes" replied Dharmarga.
Acharyasaid," Your attention isdiverted. You have no
concentration and you can not shoot at the bird," and
asked him to go away. Kauravas, Pandavas and the
other Princeswere asked the similar questions and sent
them away saying that they had no concentration. At
last he called Arjuna and asked the similar questions.
Arjunareplied that he had seen nothing except the head
of the bird. Acharya felt happy and asked Arjuna to
shoot down the bird. Immediately Arjuna shot at the
head of the bird with hisarrow and the bird fell down.
Dronafelt happy for Arjunas skill and presented him
SO many weapons.

He alone deserves :

After thisincident one day Dronatook the Princes
to theriver Gangesfor bath. When Dronawasin deep
meditation in waters, a crocodile caught hold of his
thigh tightly. It was not clearly visible above the wa-
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ters. Though Drona was capable of ridding of the
crocodile, he asked hisdisciples to kill the crocodile.
Asthe crocodile was not clearly visible, Duryodhana
and other expressed their inability. Finally Arjuna
agreed, shot fivearrows, killed the crocodile and saved
hismaster. With thisincident Dronafelt utmost happi-
ness and decided that Arjuna was the right person to
wreak vengeance on Drupada.

Competition show :

After some time an open competition was con-
ducted for the display of the Princes martia arts. To
witnessthis competition the peoplefrom several cities
cameinlargenumber. All the courtiers occupied their
respective seats. With the permission of their master
the Princes stand in the centre of arena were display-
ing their arts skillfully. Then Bheemaand Duryodhana
got ready to show their skill intheir macefight. During
thisdisplay their anger upon each other turned into the
fire of hatred. Seeing this fight Drona sent his son
Aswatthamato stop their fight and permitted Arjunato
exhibit histalentinarchery.

Challenge of Karna:

With the permission of the master Arjuna exhib-
ited al the secrets of martial skillsin archery he had
learnt. Just then Karnaentered the centre of arena, dis-
played all hisskillsand challenged Arjuna. Arjunagot
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ready for thedual fight with Karna. Thefight between
them was so fierce that Krupacharya intervened and
said, "The fight between two unequals is against the
rules. Tell mewhat isyour caste,?' With shame Karna
bent his head. Understanding Karna's plight fully
Duryodhanamade Karnaking of Anga.

Get hold of Drupada :

After the open competition one early morning
Drona called his disciples and asked them of his
gurudakshina. The Princes saluted and asked" what's
your wish?' Dronareplied," go and get hold of proud
Drupada. That is my gurudakshina'. All the Princes
agreed and started for Panchala to wage war on
Drupada. At first Kauravas on their chariots started
for Panchala. Pandavas with their master followed the
suit. On the way Arjuna said to Drona, "Swami,
Kauravas are going with so much of enthusiasmto get
hold of Drupada. Thisis an indication of their mere
pride. Drupadaisnot such aweakling to get be caught
hold of. They don't know that he is your classmate.
After their trialsare over and comeback, | will getinto
thefield and fulfil your desire". The master agreed.

Have you identified who we are ?

Kauravas attacked the kingdom of Panchala and
started the war. The terrible war ensued as per their
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ability. Unable to resist the weapons of Drupada
kauravas took to heels and returned. Seeing the poor
plight of KauravasArjunatook the permission of his
master and his brother Dharmargja and intruded_into
thearmy of Drupadafollowed by Bheema, Nakulaand
Sahadeva. The ghastly war took place. Owing to the
shots of arrows the whole battle field became dark.
Arjunaand Drupadaengaged in adual fight. To break
the bow of Arjuna Drupada shot the arrows. Then
Arjunafell upon Drupada furiously with the dagger,
caught him, tied him to his chariot, brought and en-
trusted to hismaster. Dronafelt happy and said,” Ahaha!
who are you? Oh! Drupada maharg! why have you
become so pale? Has your kingly power gone out of
your mind now ? Have you recognized who we are?"
Dronaderided and left him away.
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The strange gurudakshina :

Drona divided the kingdom of Panchalainto two
parts. Half the kingdom was given to Drupadaand the
other half was kept under his control and he ruled it
fromAhicchatram. LikethisDronafulfilled hisdesire
through Arjuna and felt happy for his skill and effi-
ciency. One day Drona offered him a divine arrow
called Brahmasirasand said, "Partha! Thisarrow was
giventoAgrivesh by Agasti. Agrivesh has presented it
tomeand | amgivingit to you. Don't use this weapon
on men and on the unrenowned people. If needs be,
use this weapon on men who hurt you." So saying he
took apromisethat hewould not fight with hismaster.

Do you have love more than we :

After marrying Draupadi Pandavas enjoyed all the
riches at Panchala. It became painful for Duryodhana
and for others. Even now they could not tolerate
Pandavas nobility. Saying this matter to Dhrutarashtra
they were making a plan to separate Drupada and
Pandavas. Here Karnasuggested that all the problems
should be solved if Panchalas were defeated.
Dhrutarashtradid not agree and asked them to consult
Bheeshma and others. Then Duryodhana convened a
meeting. I n the meeting Bheeshma advised themto be
friendly with Pandavas. Taking it as an advantage
Dronacharya advised the same. Then Karna opposed
Drona saying that being friendly with the enemiesis
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against political morality. He quoted an instance of how
Vitantu the king of Magadhahad | ost hiskingdom hear-
ing the words of his minister. He goaded Duryodhana
not to follow the words of his ministers. Drona grew
angry and said, "Thereisno meaning for the words of
Karna. He has no love more than we have". Likethis
the argument continued. During the course of their ar-
gument Viduraintervened, tried to stop their argument
and taught morals. Then Dhrutarashtradirected Vidura
to get Pandavas to Hastinapura.

Duryodhana'sblame:

In the war of Gograhana Dronacharya heard the
sound of Gandeevaand conch, understood that Arjuna
was coming fromthe sideof Virat. Hesaid that it was
doubtful to win thewar as theill-omens seemed_to be
tracing from their side and asked to set right the army
stopping unnecessary chatting. Duryodhana grew fu-
riousand said, "Arjunaisnothing before me. If we set
right the army, we need not dread our enemies. Even
Dharmarg acan not face us. Saying that Dronacan not
face Arjuna is a matter of derision. Who ever hears
thismatter will laugh at. Speaking high of our enemy is
not good. Flattery isthe profession of Vandimagadhas.
It is not good on the part of Acharyato speak of mor-
alsintimes of war." Then Aswatthama got angry and
blamed Duryodhana for making indecent remark on
hisfather.
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Arjuna'ssaluting arrows:

The army was ready. The kuru warriors were also
ready for war. When Arjunawas entering into the battl e-
field, Drona saw his splendour and felt happy though
down hearted for Pandavas difficulties in the past.
Arjuna shot two arrows at the feet of his master and
showed his respects to him. Dronafelt happy for this
kind of salutations and enquiring of his welfare.
Bheeshma and Krupacharya admired Arjuna for his
decency and docility.

The war between Drona and Arjuna:

Before the commencement of the war Arjunain-
troduced to Uttarakumar all the elders in the army of
Kauravas, and told him that he would not fight against
Dronacharya. But it wasinevitablefor Arjunato fight
with his master. The ghastly war took place between
them. Both of them showed their skills. Dronacharya
admired Arjunafor his skill in his heart of hearts. At
last Arjunabroke down the master's chariot and killed
the horses. Thought the war ended between them, war
with Aswatthamabecameinevitable.

War between Kauravas and Pandavas :

With the permission of Gangeya Duryodhana ap-
pointed eleven persons to be the chiefs of the Eleven
Akshowhinis. Bheeshma was made commander-in
chief of the army. On this occasion he revealed the
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abilitiesand capabilities of Kauravas and made Drona
atiratha. Drona would create fear in the hearts of en-
emies. He was the master for both the sides of the
armies. There was no strategy that he did not know
and the great divine weapons were under his control.

On the second day of Bheeshma's war
Drushtadyumnasought to fight with Dronacharya. The
terrible war took place. Their valour increased when
they broke down their weapons each other. During this
time Drona killed Suta and his horses of
Drushtadyumna. Then Bheema came in support of
Drushtadyumna. Again the ghastly war took place be-
tween them. When Bheema went to face Kalingapati.
Dharmaragja came to the rescue of Drushtadyumna.
On the ninth day of war Dronafought with Arjuna. In
this war Krupa, Salya, Bahlika faced Arjuna. On the
tenth day Dronasent Aswatthamato assist Bheeshma.

Coronation of Commander - in - Chief :

After the fall of Bheeshma Karnafelt alot recol-
lecting his greatness. With his permission he started
for the battle field. With the fall of Bheeshma
Duryodhana went into a reverie who should be made
commander-in chief of thearmy. Karnasuggested that
everybody in hisarmy wasfit to be the commander-in
- chief and nobody would object if Drona was made
commander - in - chief. Duryodhana agreed and



17

coronated him as commander - in - chief. Dronafelt
happy and said that he would grant a boon if
Duryodhana desired. Accordingly Rargju asked him
to catch hold of Dharmargjaand entrust him.

Again send him to theforest :

Drona doubted there was some secret hidden in
his desire. He asked Duryodhana to defeat Pandavas
and part half the kingdom. Duryodhanareplied that his
intention wasto invite Dharmargjafor thegameof dice,
defeat him and send him again to the forest. Though
grieved for Duryodhana's evil intention Drona prom-
ised that hewould get hold of Dharmargjaif hedid not
run away or Arjunawas not with him.,

Dhar mar aja caught hold :

On the first day Dronacharya hatched / planned
the formation of cart (sakata vyuha). In reply to it
Pandavas made the formation of Krauncha. When
Drona raged the army of Pandavas to the ground,
Dharmargjamade Kauravasrun helter - skelter. Taking
it as an advantage Drona tried to catch hold of
Dharmaragja. The cries of woes that Dharmaraja was
caught were raised. Just then Arjuna came suddenly
faced his master scattering hisarmy.

Catch him by any means:

On the second day Drona advised Raragju to sepa-
rate Dharmaragja from Arjuna by taking Arjuna away.
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To separate them Duryodhanainstigated samsaptakas
to fight with Arjuna. But Arjuna arranged protection
for Dharmaraja and went to fight with samsaptakas.
This day Kauravas planned the formation of 'Garuda
where as Pandavas the Mandalardha. The fierce war
took place. Duryodhana felt happy when Pandavas
were on the verge of defeat. Mounting his e ephant
Bhagadatta was killing the army of Pandavas. Mean-
while Arjuna defeated Samsaptakas and came to the
rescue of Dharmargjaand killed Bhagadatta. With this
thearmy of Kauravaswasalittle bit dreaded. Now the
army of Pandavas attacked Drona furiously. But they
could not stand before Drona. That day the war ended
without any truthful result for Drona. While going to
their tents Duryodhana reminded his master of his
promise. He said that he would catch Dharmaragja by
any means.

Drona'sformation of L otus (Padmavyuham) :

On the third day of war Drona planned the forma-
tion of Lotus (Padmavyuham). No body knew how to
break the lotus formation except Arjuna. Abhimanyu
knew only how to enter but did not know how to
come back. Dharmaja asked Abhimanyu to pave the
way into lotus formation to be followed by them |ater
on.
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| kill Saindhava :

Abhimanyu entered the lotus formation
(Padmavyuham). When Pandavas were about to en-
ter, Saindhava stood agai nst them. Abhimanyu fought
alone and got tired. As per the hint of Drona Karna
broke the bow of Abhimanyu. The other Maharathis
surrounded him. At that time Abhimanyu wasfighting
with the son of Dussasana. During thisfight Abhimanyu
died. Hearing the death of hisson Arjunatook the oath
that he would kill Saindhava before sunset the next
day, ashewasthe causefor hisson's death. Saindhava
was afraid of Arjuna’s oath but Dronaand Karnagave
good encouragement to him.

Saindhava in wheel formation (Chakravyuham) :

On the fourth day Drona wearing white shoulder
shield and suitable turban seemed to be furious with
the bow aimed at. That day he planned ‘wheel forma-
tion." In thiswheel formation he planned lotus forma-
tion and kept Bhurisrava and Aswatthama to be the
guardiansto save Saindhava.

M ake Pradakshinam and enter into formation :

Arjuna kept Dharmaraja under the protection of
Satyaki and went for war. With a smile Dronacharya
said to Arjuna,” How can you go without conquering
me? Sensing theinner meaning of thesewordsKrishna
said to Arjuna," The whole day will become waste if
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you fight with him. Better go round him and enter into
Vyuham. Arjunadid ashewasbid. Scattering the army
Arjunakilled so many warriors.

The wheel across the sun :

Dharmaraja sent Satyaki to assist Arjunawho en-
tered the Vyuham alone. After sometime Bheemawas
sent. These three showed their martial skills and pro-
ceeded towards Saindhava. Toresist these three Rargu
ran towardsArjuna. Instigated by Krishna, Arjunacut
the hand of Bhurisrava who lifted his hand to kill
Satyaki. Satyaki severed the head of Bhurisrava. By
that time the Sun went down the west. Saindhavawas
not killed. Kauravas were trying to prevent Pandavas
from reaching Saindhava. Then Krishna thought of a
plan, sent hiswheel acrossthe Sun, and created artifi-
cia darkness. Seeing the darkness Saindhava coura-
geoudly lifted hishead. With the hint of KrishnaArjuna
at once cut off the head of Saindhava.

War throught the night :

Both the sides did not stop the war even at twi-
light. They continued the war with the candle sticks,
Partha observed thetired soldiers and gave them rest.
He asked them to commence the war with the moon-
rise. All agreed. Likethisthe war continued thewhole
night. That day Karnakilled Ghatotkachawith thear-
row of 'Sakti'.
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Aswatthama hatah kunjarah :

On the fifth day the army of Pandavas ran away
failing to withstand the onslaught of Dronacharya.
Drona used powerful weapons and severed the heads
of many heroes. Virat and Drupada were killed. No-
body withstood for the onslaught of Acharya. Krishna
suggested that it would be difficult to conquer himin
thewar. Better kill him by sometrick. Dharmargjawas
asked to say that Aswatthama had died. Though
Dharmargja did not accept. He was convinced to say
so. Then in the presence of Acharya Dharmargjasaid
"Aswatthama hatah kunjarah”. The first words were
spoken loudly, the last one slowly. Hearing the loud
words of Dharmaraja Drona renounced his weapons
thinking that his son had died. He called Karna, Krupa
and advised themto continue thewar intelligently. He
sat in meditation on the chariot. During this time
Drushtadyumna cut the head of Drona with his dag-
ger though Arjuna and others objected him. Then
Aswatthama grew angry and used 'Narayanastra.' On
the advise of Krishna Pandavas|eft their weapons, sa-
luted to it and saved their lives.

Per sonality :

Likethis Dronacharyabecame one of therenowned
heroes of Bharat. He was applauded by Bheeshmaand
othersfor his skill in archery. He was called to be the
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right disciple of Parasurama. Without any secrecy he
taught hisdiscipleall martial artsand Vedas. Though a
brahmin he proved to be aking,' Idam Brahmamidam
Kshatram' and remained immortal as an unconquer-
able hero.
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